
Q: Oscar, we’ve been so proud to call you 
a Tichenor graduate but we hear you have 
some exciting big news to share! 

A: Yes! I am happy to say that on June 13, 
I graduated from Wilson High School! My 
family came to my graduation at Veterans 
Stadium! 

Q: That is so exciting!! Congratulations! 

A: Thank you. It has been a struggle but I 
have also had a lot of joyous and happy 
moments.  

Q: Tell us about both if you wouldn’t mind. 

A: Well, as you know, I have autism and an 
auditory processing disorder. I was scared 
to move on to high school because I would 
be taking all general education classes. I 
was in mostly special education classes in 
middle school and only started general ed 
fully in 8th grade. But I had good support 
from RSP (Resource Specialist Program) and 
my teachers. They really encouraged me to 
push myself, like with Spanish. I took 4 years 
of Spanish and earned my Seal of Biliteracy.  

Q: Wow, Oscar, that’s a really big deal!  

A: Thank you! My AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) class was a big 
help too. The teacher was really supportive 
and fun. I learned how to organize myself, 
how to do college searches, FAFSA, Cal 
State Apply, a whole new world of words. 
And the career counselor helped with mock 
interviews and resumes.   

Q: And where did your college search 
lead? Drum roll, please! 

A: I will be going to Cal State Long Beach 
in the fall! It was a hard decision, but I know 
it is the right decision for me. I want to be 
close to my family.  

Q: Oscar, that is SO exciting. And let me 
guess what you’ll be studying... 

A: Well you know I love whales, dolphins, 
orcas... all animals. At first I was disap-
pointed that CSULB did not have a zoology 
major but it turns out they have something 
called Organismal Biology! You can study 
zoology, ecology, AND botany! One day 
I want to educate people at zoos. And in 
our changing world, maybe I want to be 
involved in conservation. This was a good 
lesson to research more carefully because 
they actually had the major I love all along!  

Q: Awesome! That sounds perfect for you. 

A: Yes, I feel extremely blessed. I also 
want to thank Ms. Kim and Ms. Deaka 
from Tichenor’s Teen Support Group. I did 
not know if college would be for me but 
they encouraged me that I could go to a 
four-year university. They might not have 
the same disability as me but they have 
struggled and are now great advocates. 
They are my inspiration. 

Q: And you are now the inspiration for so 
many others, Oscar. You came to Tichenor 
as a young child and now you’re going to 
college! 

Oscar at the clinic in 2006.
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A: Yes. I’m glad that I get to stay close to not 
only my family but also my Tichenor family 
so I can help encourage other teens who 
have disabilities to be able to challenge 
themselves and pursue new experiences 
and get out of their comfort zone. I want 
to help people understand the beauty and 
wonder that Tichenor brings to kids and 
teens like me and helps us be able to reach 
the stars! 

Q: You embody all that it means to strive 
and persevere, Oscar. Thank you so much 
for sharing with us. 

A: Thank you! 

Oscar at his graduation with a friend.
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